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Bird Studies Canada is Canada’s leading national charitable
organization dedicated to bird science and conservation.

Our Mission

To conserve wild birds of Canada through sound science,
on-the-ground actions, innovative partnerships, public

engagement, and science-based advocacy.

Bird Studies Canada is a partner in
BirdLife International, the world’s
largest nature conservation Partnership.
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“What would you like most from Bird Studies Canada?” I eagerly
asked a volunteer I recently met in Nova Scotia. She was
monitoring endangered Piping Plovers nesting on a beautiful sand
and cobblestone beach. “I just want you to save birds – that’s why
I give my time and money,” she replied.

And so we do. Help save birds. Our three-part mandate is to
promote the understanding, appreciation, and conservation of
Canada’s birds. This report details our progress.

Toward understanding, Bird Studies Canada is the hub of the
world’s most ambitious wildlife tracking network, “Motus” – Latin for
“motion.” An increasing number of Motus receivers across North
America (and soon throughout the hemisphere) track migrating
birds wearing radio-tag ‘backpacks.’ Co-publishing breeding bird
atlases and scientific papers on bird conservation are other
examples of our research accomplishments.

About 40,000 Citizen Scientists help us advance bird appreciation.
These volunteers are involved in dozens of our field projects, such
as bird atlases; loon, owl, and swift surveys; urban bird programs
in Toronto and Vancouver; Project FeederWatch; and the Christmas
Bird Count. 

And under conservation, we work directly on many at-risk species,
like the Golden-winged Warbler, Piping Plover, and Bank Swallow.
We also help keep common birds common through the Important
Bird Areas program, delivered globally through the BirdLife network.
There are some 600 IBAs in Canada, where “Caretakers” offer
volunteers with bird interests a local focus for their stewardship
efforts.

I have seen firsthand our efforts in every region of the country. Bird
Studies Canada partners effectively with governments of all levels,
as well as other conservation organizations. We have a particularly
close working relationship with Environment Canada, the federal
authority for migratory species.

I’ve been BSC’s president for just one year, and I’m more motivated
than ever to be leading this fine organization. But I need your help.

What can you do for birds? You can volunteer your time to count
birds near you, and magnify that work with financial support to help
birds now and for years to come. If you’re already doing these
things, please accept my sincere thanks. Together, we’re building a
bird-friendly nation, conserving the species and habitats our lives
and livelihoods depend on.

Steven Price
President
Bird Studies Canada

A Message
from Our President

Advancing Understanding,

Appreciation, and Conservation

Louisiana Waterthrush Photo: Jody Allair
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Citizen Science

Watching birds is more popular than

ever! Tens of thousands of Canadians

share their energy, skill, and

observations through Bird Studies

Canada’s bird surveys. These “Citizen

Scientists” provide a tremendous

service by volunteering their time to

track the health of bird populations.

Project FeederWatch is one of Bird Studies Canada’s
most popular and enduring programs. Flashes of
chickadees, jays, and woodpeckers can certainly
brighten a dull winter day. Perhaps that’s why so many
people throughout Canada and the United States enjoy
watching winter birds at their feeders, and sharing those
important observations through Project FeederWatch.
The results help scientists track long-term changes in
winter bird populations and distributions. 

Long Point Bird Observatory launched Project
FeederWatch in 1976. The program has grown to
include over 20,000 volunteers, and is now jointly
administered by Bird Studies Canada and the Cornell
Lab of Ornithology. More than 3200 Canadians
participated in the 2014-15 season, its 28th year as a
continent-wide program.

Participants in the 2015 Great Backyard Bird Count
broke the previous record for the number of species
identified. Volunteers in over 100 countries submitted a
record 147,265 checklists and reported 5090 species –
nearly half of the world’s bird species! The four-day
event, held annually in February, is a joint project of the
Cornell Lab of Ornithology and the National Audubon
Society with Bird Studies Canada.

BIRD STUDIES CANADA

At a Glance

Founded in: 1960

Budget: $5 million

Full-time staff: 50

Additional staff
(seasonal & contracts): 30

Northern Pintails Photo: Hui Sim
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Bird Studies Canada, in collaboration with countless
partners and volunteers across the country, is
documenting the distribution and abundance of
Canada’s birds through Breeding Bird Atlases.
Productive five-year survey periods have wrapped up in
some key regions, with results coming soon. Online
publishing of the Atlas of the Breeding Birds of British
Columbia launched in spring 2015 to rave reviews.

Research and
Conservation

Using data from targeted research and

Citizen Science programs, and in

collaboration with conservation partners,

Bird Studies Canada’s scientists monitor

bird population trends, investigate

declines, and recommend actions to

protect the health of ecosystems we all

depend on.

Groundbreaking research using the Motus Wildlife
Tracking System is revealing amazing new details of
birds’ habitat use at wintering and stopover areas, and
their movements throughout the continent. In one
remarkable example, 19 of 67 Gray-cheeked and
Swainson’s thrushes tagged in early 2015 in Colombia
by SELVA were tracked on their northbound spring
migration to far-flung locations in Texas, Saskatchewan,
and Ontario. Motus harnesses the extraordinary power
of collaboration, and continues to yield amazing results!

Number of
regional offices: 7

Number of Canadian
provinces & territories
in which we work: 13 (100%)

Number of Canadian
bird species we monitor: 677

Percentage of Canada’s
bird species we monitor: 95%
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Bird Studies Canada’s Piping Plover Conservation
Program works to reduce threats to this endangered
shorebird, and tracks population recovery through a
network of partners and volunteers. During the breeding
season, Piping Plovers face pressures from recreational
activities on Atlantic Canada’s beaches. Beach surveys
help measure biological and stewardship indicators to
evaluate progress, and help enforcement agencies
target areas with high threat levels. Coastal community
volunteers contribute over 1000 stewardship hours each
year. An increased proportion of Nova Scotia
beachgoers avoiding sensitive plover nesting areas is
one sign of success. Over the last decade, these efforts
have helped maintain Atlantic Piping Plover numbers
and boost productivity above target in Nova Scotia.

Bird Studies Canada’s educational
programs combine research, Citizen
Science, mentoring, school programs,
public events, and workshops to provide
engaging experiences that foster
awareness, appreciation, and stewardship
of birds and nature.

Members: 7500+

Enews subscribers: 58,000

Total participants in our
2014 school programs: 2200

Total participants in our
2014 youth &
education programs: 3250
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The Bird Science and Environmental Education
Program provides high-quality curriculum-based field
trip programs to more than 2000 students annually. Bird
Studies Canada’s education team recently developed
and piloted “Virtual Ornithology,” a new distance-
learning program. Now, our educators will be able to
share innovative programs and exciting field
experiences with more schools and youth groups than
ever before, anywhere in Canada.

Each May, Vancouver Bird Week activities engage
hundreds of people in the fantastic bird diversity of one
of Canada’s largest cities. Bird Studies Canada’s British
Columbia team enjoys being part of this week-long
annual event. From giving talks and leading walks, to
sharing information and materials – such as a new
multilingual map guide to Vancouver’s 30 most common
birds – at educational gatherings, Bird Week
successfully connects new audiences to birds and their
conservation.

People reached through
all 2014 outreach events
& education programs: 25,000

Citizen Science
volunteers: 40,000

Volunteer hours
contributed in 2014: 300,000+

Annual monetary
value of volunteer
Citizen Science
contributions: $6,000,000

Education and Outreach
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Legacy Gifts
& Memorial Donations
Legacy Donations
Many of our cherished friends have decided to leave gifts in their wills to Bird
Studies Canada. We are extremely grateful to everyone who has made, or
arranged to make, a gift to safeguard our birds and environment for future
generations. Gifts to BSC’s endowed funds will support our research,
conservation, and education programs in perpetuity.

In 2014-15, Bird Studies Canada received legacy gifts from the estates of
A.G. Loughrey (Ottawa, ON) and Brenda Zimmerman (Kitchener, ON).

Memorial Donations
In 2014-15, Bird Studies Canada received memorial donations honouring the
following individuals.

David Ambridge (Cambridge, ON)
James Babcock (North Vancouver, BC)
Pat Bezaire (Quathiaski Cove, BC)
Anthony Boerkamp, Sr. (Waterford, ON)
Ryan A. Cathers (Nanaimo, BC)
Thomas A. Crooks (Arthur, ON)
Bruce Norwood Crosby (London, ON)
Christine Filion (Montréal, QC)
Helen Goodall (Fergus, ON)
Garth Lambert (London, ON)
Perry Meunier (London, ON)

Chaim Micner (Vancouver, BC)
Richard Oldenburg (Brantford, ON)
Doris M. Prince (Brantford, ON)
Tom Rundle (Beaverton, ON)
Jim Runnings (Bobcaygeon, ON)
Audrey Sampson (Grand Falls, NL)
George Sweeton (Long Point, ON)
Russell Tilt (Richmond Hill, ON)
Jim Woodford (Coldwater, ON)
Terrie Woodrow (Scotland, ON)
Ludwig Zibauer (Sudbury, ON)
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Individual Donors

$1000 or more

Jim and Pat Abbey
Michael Acheson
R. Jamie Anderson
Dr. Christian A. Artuso
Chris Bacon
Joan A. Boardman
Greg Boland
Kathleen I. Bradshaw
Dr. Rick Caldwell
John and Margaret Catto
Adrian Coote
Brian Craig
Rita Crow
Mary and Mark Cullen
Dr. Anne I. Dagg
Michael and Honor de Pencier
Dr. Tony and Dorothy Diamond
Thor E. Eaton, Jr.
Thor E. Eaton, Sr.
Michael Ferrantino
Dr. George and Pat Finney
Marshall C. Forchuk
Jack Gibbons
Cam Gillies
Christopher Goodwin
Clive and Joy Goodwin
Dr. Philip Gosling
Verna J. Higgins
Ralph Hocken
Dr. Donna Holton
Harvey Hunt
H. Fisk Johnson
Odinn R. Johnson
Sandra Johnson
Richard Jones
Patricia M. Kluge
Dr. Richard W. Knapton
Timothy E. MacDonald
Jim and Lynda Mackiewicz
Fred P. Mannix
Anne D. Marchand
Simone Marler
Michael Dale Marquart II
Christopher Martin
Paul Mendelson
Gay Mitchell

Dr. Lorelie Mitchell
and Piet van Dijken

Fred and Jean Mooi
Len and Anne Murray
Philip J. Olsson
Matthew Palumbo
Richard Peckham

and Maureen Nowlan
Dr. Scott A. Petrie
Dr. Nick and Beverley Quickert
Dave Reid
Don W. Robart
Demi Rogers
Gay M. Rogers
Jim* and Betty Runnings
George Secor
Kevin and Linda Shackleton
Robert A. Sharp
Ted Sharp
Margaret Skeel

and David Donald
David P. Smith
Graham Smith
Rosemary Speirs
James and Barbara Stewart
Dr. Jo Swartz

and Richard Silverman
Dr. Phil Taylor

and Jennifer Miner
Margaret E. Toomer
Dr. Nicolaas

and Rosalinda Verbeek
Ulrich Watermann
Deborah Williams
Ross W. Wood
Cynthia Wright
Tod Wright

$500 - $999

Karen and Eric Auzins
Harry and Joan* Barrett
Sabine Behnk

and Steven Furino
Gary D. Bell
Paul and Pat Bigelow
Dr. Maureen Briscoe
Dr. Carl Bromwich
Karen Brown
Joel E. Byrne

Donna Carpenter
Peter Carson

and Mary Gartshore
Betty Chanyi
Nick and Anne Chapman
Dr. Fred and Sylvia Cooke
Katherine A. Corkery
Sandra Crabtree

and Gerald MacGarvie
Dr. Rolph A. Davis
Phil Dewsbury
Clifford E. Dresner
Margaret Elliott
Evan Engell
Jim Etherington
Robert and Corinne Falconer
Bruce and Ann Falls
Nazo Gabrielian
Martin Gebauer
Dr. Brian L. Gibson

and Carole Giangrande
Dr. Gerald and Anne Gill
Sharon E. Godkin
Alex and Gail Gray
Chester and Camilla Gryski
Robert and Hendrika Hamilton
Dr. Susan H. Hannon
Dr. Hinrich Harries
Dr. Don G. Hedges
Dr. Theo Hofmann
Ken Hussey
Suzanne Ivey Cook
Helen A. Juhola
David and Lynn Kennedy
Paul Knaga
Nancy E. Krueger
Anthony Lisanti
Harry G. Lumsden
Don and Barbara MacDuff
Dr. Douglas Mair
Jim and Susan Malcolm
Curtis and Michelle Manly
Dr. Art and Sue Martell
Diana McDougall-Deakin

and Ian Deakin
Dr. Peter and Margaret McLaren
Richard W. McLaughlin
Peter A. McParland
Perry Meunier* and Aida Diodos

Hugh and Heather Millar
Catherine A. Milne
Glenn K. Morris
Dennis Mulvenna
Dr. Erica Nol and Chris Risley
Ronald C. Payson
Elizabeth C. Peek
Brayton Polka
David and Heather Pond
Ellen Reid
Rudy Reiter
Susan and Keith Rogers
Dr. Ian Routley

and Vivian Birch-Jones
Ruth Rutledge
Barb Scott
Elizabeth V. Sifton
Roger M. Simms
Jon Snipper
Patricia E. Stone
Mark Strickland
George Thomson

and Elizabeth Churcher
Keith Thomson
Matthew Timpf
Robert Vanthuyne
Arthur Watson
Peter Webb
The Honourable Chief Justice

Warren K. Winkler
Y.L. Renita Wong
Glen J. Wood
E.G. Worth
Brian Zawadski
Walter Zimmerman

*Deceased

We also thank the 8451 donors
who gave less than $500.

Our bird science and conservation work is made possible by the generous ongoing
support of countless members and donors. Thank you!

Donations



Between $10,000 and $49,999

Alternative Land Use Services (ALUS)
BC Hydro
BirdLife International
Crabtree Foundation
Delta Waterfowl Foundation
Ducks Unlimited Canada
LGL Limited

The McLean Foundation
Kenneth M. Molson Foundation
Nature Conservancy of Canada
Ontario Power Generation Inc.
Province of Manitoba

Conservation and Water Stewardship,
Floodway & Eastside Road Authority

Province of Nova Scotia
Economic Development and Tourism, 
Habitat Conservation Fund

The Schad Foundation
TD Friends of the Environment Foundation
Vancouver Foundation

Between $1000 and $9999

Affinity Wind LP
BC Field Ornithologists
BC Nature
Beasley Brothers Outdoors Inc.
The Bradstreet Family Foundation
Canadian Wind Energy Association

(CanWEA)
Chippewas of Kettle

and Stony Point First Nation
The Creemore Coffee Company
Eagle Optics.ca

(Grant & Wyatt Enterprises Inc.)
Eagle-Eye Tours Inc.
Elgin Conservation & Hunting Heritage
Evergreen Foundation
Habitat Conservation Trust Foundation
Holcim Canada
Home Hardware Stores Ltd.

Husky Group of Companies
IBM Canada Ltd.
Kent Cartridge Canada Inc.
Legacy Foundation of Canada
Long Point Waterfowlers' Association
Long Point World Biosphere

Reserve Foundation
Mastronardi Produce Limited
Mississippi State University
Nexen Energy ULC, Employee Matching Gift
Norfolk Land Stewardship Council
North Western Pennsylvania

Duck Hunters Assoc. Inc.
Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters
Order Of Good Cheer
Pamela and Zygmunt Kafarowski Foundation

at Aqueduct Foundation
Province of Saskatchewan

Fish & Wildlife

The RaeLipskie Partnership
Real Estate Foundation of BC
Rondeau Bay Waterfowlers Association
Royal Ontario Museum
Rural Lambton Stewardship Network
Sage Holdings Limited
Shell Canada Ltd., Community Service Fund
Small Change Fund
Soderglen Ranches Ltd.
Southwest Outdoors Club
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
Sydenham Conservation Foundation
Toronto Field Naturalists
University of Waterloo
University of Wisconsin - Superior
Vortex Canada
Wild Birds Unlimited
The Winthrop Foundation of Athens, GA

$50,000 and Over

Acadia University

Government of Canada
Aboriginal Fund for Species at Risk 
Canadian Wildlife Service 
EcoAction Community
Funding Program 
Employment & Social Development  
Environment Canada
Environmental Careers
Environmental Damages Fund
Habitat Stewardship Program
Natural Resources Canada
Natural Sciences &
Engineering Research Council
Parks Canada
Science Horizons
Wildlife Conservation Branch

Canadian T-GEAR Charitable Trust

Manitoba Hydro

Ontario Trillium Foundation

Province of British Columbia
Ministry of the Environment

Province of New Brunswick
Department of Natural Resources, 
Wildlife Trust Fund

Province of Ontario
Great Lakes Guardian Community Fund, 
Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry

S.C. Johnson & Son, Limited

Saskatchewan Water Security
Agency

Sitka Foundation

University of Windsor

U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Waterfowl Research
Foundation, Inc.

Western University

The W. Garfield Weston Foundation

Wildlife Habitat Canada

Government, Foundation &
Corporate Sponsors and Partners



Condensed Statement of Operations and Fund Balances
Year ending 31 March

2015 2014
Revenue
Fees 234,356 233,291
Donations 419,869 408,985 
Research and Conservation grants 4,186,101 3,827,450
Fundraising Events 318,740 300,364
Investment income 164,394 171,233
Gain (loss) on sale of investments (58,849) 41,905
Other 85,285 93,302

5,349,896 5,076,530

Expenses
Management and Administration

Administration 386,069 359,263
Fundraising and membership development 192,522 179,411
Membership services 239,521 230,509

Amortization of capital assets 154,537 161,179
Research and Conservation

International Collaborations 316,360 330,310
National Programs 785,254 494,844
Regional programs 3,258,599 3,211,834
Grants 21,300 19,900

Other 1,002 1,002

5,355,164 4,988,252

Excess (deficiency) of revenue over expenses (5,268) 88,278
Change in unrealized gain on investments 272,761 165,924
Fund Balances, beginning 6,640,038 6,385,836

Fund Balances, ending 6,907,531 6,640,038

Condensed Balance Sheet 
Year ending 31 March

2015 2014
Assets
Current assets 1,691,914 1,512,174
Investments 4,745,174 4,536,269
Capital assets 1,562,906 1,635,673

Total Assets 7,999,994 7,684,116

Liabilities and Fund Balances
Accounts Payable and Accrued Liabilities 434,448 331,711
Deferred Revenue 658,015 712,367
Fund balances:

Operating 384,999 335,554
Endowment 4,746,179 4,537,278
Capital 1,667,674 1,665,416
Other 108,679    6,907,531 101,790     6,640,038

Total Liabilities and Fund Balances 7,999,994 7,684,116

Government
42%

Individuals
21%

International
3%

Investment Income
2%

Corporate
5%

Foundations/Non-Profit
27%

Amortization of
Capital Assets

3%

Management,
Administration &

Fundraising
15%

Research & Conservation
82%

Source of Funds

Use of Funds

Financial Statements

Our audited financial statements are available online at:
www.birdscanada.org/download/2014-15audit.pdf

Common Loon Photo: Dave Gignac
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